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battleship OsKaba at 3:07 took the easiest way out of the unfriendly
reception by sinking to the bottom of the Nippon Sea, and five Russian
warships soon followed her, leaving the rest helpless, damaged and
scattered.
"Admiral Togo, who had started to write a history of the Empire's
first step towards her entrance into the society of the nations of the
world, like many of his provincial predecessors since the country's
awakening into the era of modernism in the Meiji Restoration, 1868,
was thoroughgoing-"
"No doubt."
"This morning, comrades, he began again where he had left off last
evening and finished that job, characteristically."
"Student," the tattooed man demanded, "give us a brief account of
the Mukden battle—there two of my young cousins died and another
was wounded."
Several prospective fares were listening when the student answered:
"The Commander-in-Chief of the Imperial Army in Manchuria,
Field Marshal Oyama, with his two hundred and fifty thousand men,
formed into nineteen divisions and four armies, advanced from the
southeast. The Russian Commander General Kuropatokin's three hun-
dred and twenty thousand soldiers of thirty divisions were grouped into
three armies and a rear guard, and they formed a semi-circular armed
wall around Mukden against the Nipponese advance.
"Marshal Oyama left the Fourth Army in reserve and assigned the
First Army to smash the enemy's left flank at the eastern end of
the battle front, ordered the Second Army to press the center and put
the Third Army, headed by General Nogi of Port Arthur fame, to
punch Kuropatokin's right flank in the western sector. By the middle
of February the manoeuvres were completed, but the hostile armies
were still relatively quiet in the sub-zero Manchurian fields.
"On February 20 the Nipponese commander ordered his armies to
break camp. A bloody clash was in sight. The two hundred and fifty
thousand soldiers of the Emperor pledged themselves for victory or
death-"
"My cousins were among them," sighed the tattooed man.
"The tension before the cyclone was broken when on February 24
our First Army captured an outpost in the eastern area. The Russian
commander quickly shifted the reserve divisions eastward to reinforce
die crumbling line. General Nogi's Third Army, unknown to the

